plumage characters to indicators of quality and birds in poor condition may not be able to devote as much energy to the keratin deposition (Doucet, 2002) . These changes are more common in captive specimens, due to food and partner limitation by the caretaker (Nemésio, 2001 ). However, in wild birds these modifications are rare and only found in few species, such as Vanellus chilensis (Franz and Fleck, 2009 ). Although extensively studied and widely distributed (Dias and Macedo, 2009) , to the best of our knowledge this is the first record of aberrant colouration in Volatinia jacarina. 
